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What is an appliance ?

• Perform a single 
task well

• Minimal assembly 
and setup

• One standalone unit
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What is a software appliance ?

We want this to 
be SUSE Linux 
Enterprise

Hardware
Software
Virtual
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There are Several Types of 
Appliances, All Relevant to Novell

Hardware
Applianc e

Pre-Formatted As

Pre-Formatted For

Pre-Installed On

• Live CD

• Bootable USB

• ISO

• VMware

• Xen / XenServer

• Hyper-V

• Amazon EC2

• x86 32- and 64-bit

• System Z

Software
Applianc e

Virtua l
Applianc e

Image

Image

Image
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SUSE Studio Online 1.0

• Free hosted service that allows fast and easy creation 
of appliances

• Offers both SLES11 and SLES10 SP2 as supported 
base OS (and openSUSE 11.1 as an alternative)

• Can create ix86 and x86_64 appliances
• Includes supportability analysis for SLES11 appliances
• Builds Xen, .ISO, VMware, LiveDVD
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Use cases

• Live CDs, DVDs
• Live USB sticks
• Demo CDs
• Server appliances (LAMP server)
• Installation images for specific hardware (Eee PC)
• Customized distribution (Grandma's openSUSE)
• Specially targeted distributions (Edu-CD)
• Conference CDs (IT in action, presentations)
• ...
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SUSE Studio architecture
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SUSE Studio Live Demo
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The SUSE Appliance Program 
Platform Tools

Platform Tools:
• SUSE Studio
• Kiwi
• JeOS
• AutoYast

Tool Features
• Online, On-site
• Build system 

connect-able
• Interchangeable
• Multiple target 

platforms

Platform Tools 
• WebYast
• SUSE Studio
• Kiwi

Tool Features
• Online
• On-site
• Remote Capable

Platform Tools
• Appliance Update 

Server
• SUSE Studio
• RPM Workbench

Tool Features
• Online
• On-site
• Remote Capable
• Entitlement Based
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SUSE® Appliance Program
Who is Building Appliances?
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SUSE Appliance Program Strategy

• Phase 1 (2009): Elegant Solutions
– SUSE Linux Enterprise, SUSE Studio and Kiwi
– Partnerships with control point vendors

• Phase 2 (2010): Enhanced Ecosystem and Tools
– Leverage new appliance products

> SUSE Studio Enterprise
> Enhanced Management Tools (WebYast, SMT)

– Partner for complete solutions and channels
• Phase 3 (2011+): Improved Management and Cloud

– Enhance appliance management and monitoring
– Continue SLE growth; integrate with cloud offerings
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